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of the very few 19lh century steam
powered sawmills left in the world,
has been preserved from extinclion.

[Footnotes)

The first Marinette sawmills, driven
by steam cngines, were both built in
1858. The Menomince River Lumber
Company mill was in Menckaunce
near Odgen St. and the Nclson
Ludington Company mill was near

the present site of the Nestegg
Marina. A road, (now Main St.}
linking the two mills and (heir

setllements, was conslructed the
following ycar by the Corry brothers.
Up to that time, according to onc the
community’s first historians, Dr.
John Sherman, there were few
wheeled vehicles in the set(lement.
Even coffins were hand carriced to the
community’s cemetery, {thc site of
the present Middle School). The
settlement’s lifeline was water; logs
came down on the river and went out
on the bay as lumber. The wheel and
the stcam cngine arrived in Marinette
at about the same time -a few years
before the Civil War.

The . I .Case Company of Racine was
best known as a manufacturer of
agricullural implemenls, although
during World War 1, the firm
manufactured heavy artillery for the
U.S. Army, known as “Ilun
Threshers.” (3)

In our world of cement sidewalks and
asphalt streets, it is practically
impossible to imagine a world of
muddy city streets and soft largely
impassable country roads during part
of the year. In 19th century
Marinctte, women, in long full skirts
which reached to the ground, (ried to
avoid the mud and water by walking
on narrow plank wooden sidewalks.
Afler 1890, they sometimes had Lhe
misfortune of mecting bicyclists on
the same narrow wooden planks who
were also trying to avoid the soft
muddy ground. In the autumn of
1889, workmen began placing six-
inch cedar blocks on both Hall
Avenue and  Main  Streets  in
downtown Marinctte, giving the
recenlly incorporated city a few
blocks of hard surface streets. Up to
that time, the only hard surface road
was the Dunlap Square Bridge. In
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fact, the wooden bridge had to be
largely rebuilt in 1873, only a few
years after the first Menominee River
bridge was built, because young men
illegally raced their horses across the
hard surface wooden bridge at night
weakening the structure.
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